Prenatal diagnosis of hemivertebrae--A likely association with 7q deletion.
This study aims to investigate the possible cause of a prenatal case of hemivertebrae with a 7q terminal deletion. This case describes a fetus with hemivertebrae in thoracic vertebrae as the sole antenatal sonographic finding. Genetic testing was performed in order to find more information after the abnormal ultrasound finding. The array-based comparative genomic hybridization results showed that the fetus had approximately 6.4 Mb deletion of 7q36. We discussed the two genes (SHH and HLXB9) that may be associated with hemivertebrae in the deletion region and reviewed several literatures about 7q36 deletion. Our results suggest that the phenotype of hemivertebra in our case may be related to the deletion of 7q36.